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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Getting to know the work area.  Learn to: 

Start to work in Photoshop. 

Use tools. 

Use tools option bar and 
other palettes. 

Undo actions in Photoshop. 

Customize work space. 

Jump to Adobe 
ImageReady. 

Use help. 

Use online services. 

Go through toolbox 
overview. 

  

How do I open and save in 
Photoshop? 

How do I use tools and 
tools options bar? 

How do I use palettes? 

How do I undo and redo? 

How do I customize my 
workspace? 

How do I use ImageReady 
in conjunction with 
Photoshop? 

How do I use help and 
other online features? 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
01Start1.psd, 
01Start02.psd, and 
01Start03.psd.  

 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Getting to know Adobe Bridge.  Learn to: 

View and edit files. 

Embed information in files. 

Search files. 

Use favorites and 
collections. 

Automat routine tasks. 

Get stock photography. 

 

  

How do I use Adobe Bridge 
to view and edit files? 

How do I embed 
information in files? 

How do I search for files? 

How do I perform routine 
tasks easily?  

How do I get stock 
photography? 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of 
Adobe Bridge steps. 

 

 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learning to make basic photo corrections.  Learn to: 

Retouch. 

Change resolution and 
screen size. 

Straighten and crop an 
image.  

Make automatic 
adjustments. 

Make manual adjustments. 

Remove a color cast. 

Replace colors. 

Adjust lightness using 
dodge tool. 

Adjust saturation using 
sponge tool. 

Apply Unsharp mask filter. 

Compare automatic and 
manual adjustments. 

Save the image for four-
color printing. 

 

 

How do I open and save in 
Photoshop? 

How do I use tools and 
tools options bar? 

How do I use palettes? 

How do I undo and redo? 

How do I customize my 
workspace? 

How do I use ImageReady 
in conjunction with 
Photoshop? 

How do I use help and 
other online features? 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
03Start1.psd, 03Auto.psd, 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to retouch and repair.  Learn to: 

Repair areas with the clone 
stamp tool. 

Use spot healing brush. 

Use healing brush and 
patch tools. 

Retouch a separate layer. 

 

  

How do I use the clone 
stamp to repair? 

How do I use the spot 
healing brush? 

How do I use the healing 
brush and patch tool? 

How do I retouch a 
separate layer? 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
04A_Start.psd, 
04B_Start.psd 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to work with selections.  Learn to: 

Use selection tools to 
select parts of an image. 

Select using magic wand 
tool. 

Use magic wand in 
conjunction with other 
tools. 

 Work with oval and 
circular selections. 

Select using lasso tool. 

Rotate a selection. 

Select with the magnetic 
lasso tool. 

Crop an image an erase 
within a selection. 

How do I select parts of an 
image? 

How do I select using 
magic wand? 

How do I use magic wand 
in conjunction with other 
Adobe tools? 

How do I rotate an image? 

How do I use the magnetic 
lasso tool? 

How do I crop an image 
and erase within an 
image? 

 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
05Start.psd 

 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to work with layers.  Learn to: 

Use the layers palette 
under the Windows menu. 

Rearrange layer using 
palette. 

Apply a layer style. 

Flatten and save files. 

 

  

 What is a layer? 

How do I use the layer 
palette? 

How do I rearrange layers? 

How do I apply a layer 
style? 

How do I flatten an image? 

How do I save the 
flattened image? 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
06Start.psd 

Photoshop for kids. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to use masks and channels.  Learn to: 

Work with masks and 
channels. 

Create a quick mask. 

Edit a quick mask. 

Save a selection as a mask. 

Edit a mask. 

Load a mask as a selection 
and apply an adjustment. 

Extract an image. 

Apply a filter effect to a 
masked selection. 

Create a gradient mask. 

How do I create a mask? 

How do I make a quick 
mask? 

How do I edit a quick 
mask? 

How do I save a selection 
as a mask? 

How do I edit a mask? 

How do I load a mask as a 
selection? 

 How do I apply an 
adjustment? 

How do I extract an image? 

How do I apply a filter 
effect to a masked 
selection? 

How do I create gradient 
mask? 

 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
07Start.psd  

 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to correct and enhance digital images.  Learn to: 

Work with raw images. 

Process camera raw files. 

Correct digital images. 

Edit images with a 
vanishing-point 
perspective. 

Correct image distortion. 

Create a PDF portfolio. 

What are raw images? 

How do I process raw 
images? 

How do I correct images? 

How do I create a 
vanishing-point 
perspective? 

How do I correct imahe 
distortion? 

How do I create a PDF 
portfolio? 

 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
08StartD_.psd, 
Mission01.crw, 
Mission02.crw, 
Mission03.crw, 
08C_Start.psd 

 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to work with Typographic Design.  Learn to: 

Use guides to position text 
in a composition. 

Make a clipping mask from 
type. 

Merge type with other 
layers. 

Use layers styles with text. 

Preview typefaces 
interactively to choose 
from them for a 
composition. 

Control type and 
positioning using advanced 
type palette features. 

Warp a layer around a 3D 
object. 

What are guides? 

How do I manipulate 
guides? 

How do I use a clipping 
mask? 

How do I merge type with 
other layers? 

How do I use layers styles 
with text? 

How do I preview 
typefaces to choose from 
them for a composition? 

How do I control type and 
position it with palettes? 

How do I warp a layer 
around 3D objects? 

 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
09Start.psd  

Dancing with type. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to work with vector drawings.  Learn to: 

Work with paths to clip a 
layer. 

Create layer sets. 

Create an adjustment layer. 

Create a knockout layer. 

Import a layer from 
another file. 

Apply layer styles. 

Duplicate and clip a layer. 

Liquefy a layer. 

Create a border layer. 

Flatten a layered image. 

 

How do I clip a path using 
layers? 

How do I create layer sets? 

How do I create an 
adjustment layer? 

How do I create a knockout 
layer? 

How do I import a layer 
from another file? 

How do I apply layer 
styles? 

How do I duplicate and clip 
a layer? 

How do I create a border 
layer? 

How do I flatten a layered 
image? 

 

 

 

Complete all tutorial steps 
in textbook.  

Watch videos if applicable. 

 

 

Successful completion of: 
11Start.psd  

 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2. 

 

Adobe: 

Classroom in a book CS2 
video companion. 

 

 

 

  



Portales Municipal Schools 
Graphic Design Curriculum Map 

 
 

Update May 2018 

Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to use Photoshop in an in-depth real-
world experience to develop business 
documents for a restaurant.   

Learn to: 

Create page layouts and 
design. 

Use creativity and 
imagination. 

Learn to use technical 
writing. 

Use critical thinking. 

Establish a real-world 
business identity. 

Identify advertising and 
decision-making. 

Complete a real-world 
comprehensive project. 

 

Why do I need to create 
page layouts? 

Why should I use creativity 
and imagination when 
creating documents? 

Why do I need to know 
technical writing? 

How do I use critical 
thinking in creating 
documents? 

Why do I need a real-world 
identity for this 
simulation? 

What is meant by 
advertising? 

What kind of documents 
will I need to create? 

 

 

 

 

Brainstorming 

Pick fonts, graphics, and 
headlines. 

Logo 

Letterhead 

Envelope 

Business card 

Place mat 

Coupon flyer 

Menu 

Grand opening 
advertisement 

Magnet 

Takeout menu 

Bumper sticker 

Hours of operation sign 

Promotional punch card 

Coaster 

Gift certificate 

T-shirt design 

Poster 

T-shirt raffle 

Employment application 

 

 

Successful completion of 
entire desktop publishing 
simulation projects.   

 

 

Adobe: Business 
Education Publishing: 

Frillio’s Pizza 

Desktop Publishing 
Simulation. 
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Standard Benchmark/Skill Essential 
Question/Goal 

Activity/Lesson Plan Assessment Resources 

Learn to use Photoshop in an in-depth 
simulations.   

Learn to: 

Movie poster 

Water reflection colorful 
light burst 

Collage polaroid’s 

Custom shape tool 

Blend textures 

Colored dots 

Simulation grain 

Shape cluster 

Overexposure fix 

Underexposure fix 

Rotate, flip, scale letters 

Ghostly blur text 

Metal text effect 

Text perspective 

Wood texture 

 

 

 

Why do I need to learn and 
complete these 

 

 

 

 

Movie poster 

Water reflection colorful 
light burst 

Collage polaroid’s 

Custom shape tool 

Blend textures 

Colored dots 

Simulation grain 

Shape cluster 

Overexposure fix 

Underexposure fix 

Rotate, flip, scale letters 

Ghostly blur text 

Metal text effect 

Text perspective 

Wood texture 

 

 

Successful completion of 
entire desktop publishing 
simulation tutorials.   

 

 

Internet:  

Photoshopessentials.com 

 

 


